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able friendships, the Alliance to which the sublime Tsar
Alexander III and the lamented President Carnot gave the
initiative. has ever since constantly afforded proof of its
beneficial activity and its unshakable 'strength. Your
Majesty can be, assured that France in the future, as always
in the past, will, in sincere and daily co-operation with her
ally, pursue the work of peace and civilization for which
both the Governments and both the peoples have never
ceased to labour.16
Next morning, July 21, Poincare and the Tsar talked
over the general European situation, and especially the
Persian Question. The Tsar assured him that "he would
not allow Persia to cause division between England and
Russia." 1<r In the afternoon the French guests went to
St. Petersburg to receive the French colony and the Diplo-
matic Corps, but were surprised that the Tsar did not
accompany them. This was probably because of the severe
strikes which had broken out there, the workingmen being
more interested in their own grievances than in the repre-
sentatives of French capitalism.18 In the reception at the
Winter Palace, Paleologue presented his diplomatic col-
leagues to the French President, who spoke affably to all
except the Austrian Ambassador: to Pourtales, about his
French ancestors, but not a word about politics; to Motono,
virtual assent to Japan's acting with the Triple Entente;
to Buchanan, he repeated the Tsar's assurances about
Persia; it was probably also on this occasion that he re-
jected emphatically Sir Edward Grey's-first proposal for
settling peacefully European complications which might
grow out of the Austro-Serbian question by means of
"direct-conversations3' between Austria and Russia,19 though
16 Schilling's Diary, Appendix, p. 114.
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is Poincare "expressed opinion that a conversation a deux between
Austria and Russia would be very dangerous at the present moment;''